
More than 60 Latino farmers and 
ranchers attended a full day Small Farms 
Conference on August 10 at the Conven-
tion Center in Yakima WA hosted by the 
Center in partnership with USDA agen-
cies.  

“ Breaking Down Barriers: Investing in 
Equity for the Next Generation of 
American Farmers & Ranchers” was the 
focus, so all information was directed to 
socially disadvantaged farmers and 
ranchers on issues that impact their farm 
operation. The overlapping harvest sea-
sons due to cold spring and late harvest 
had many of the famers and their fami-
lies working, so the anticipated atten-
dance was less than expected; however, 
all attendees commented that quality of 
the information presented was far be-
yond their expectations.  

Dr. David Schweikhardt, keynote 
speaker who is Prof. of the Dept of Ag, 
Food, and Resource Economics at MSU 
spoke about the policies of the farm bills 
implemented. He said, “The House 
Committee on the Budget feels that 
aligning agricultural programs with eco-
nomic reality is needed. As the budget 
tightens, over 1,000 groups get into the 
discussion of how it should be spent.” 
He noted some recommendations by 

special interest groups (1) reduce net 
spending on mandatory agriculture pro 
grams by $10 billion from 2012 to 
2020;  (2)  reducing the cap on Direct Pay-
ments by 25% ; (3) reduce the fixed pay-
ments that go to farmers irrespective of 
price levels; (4) Why does a salad cost 
more than a Big Mac? The summary of his 
remarks were basically get involved and 
be vocal now on the issues for socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. 

Michelle Radice, Director of the Out-
reach & Diversity for the NASS in DC 
discussed the importance of having all 
farmers/ranchers counted since it deter-
mines the funding allocations for each 
state. She noted, “I am seeing the in-
creased count and that can only happen 
with partnerships with local groups.”  

The USDA state administrators support 
was evident in their all day participation. 
Judy Olson-FSA; Dave Paul-RMA; 
Roylene Rides-at-the-Door, NRCS; Dave 
Knopf-NASS; Roni Baer- RD present on 
behalf of Mario Villanueva. Nestor Her-
nandez, President of the Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce of Yakima County also 
attended to offer support.  
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WA Latino Farmers- 2012 Farm Bill  On  Agenda 
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The Center will be hosting a 20-hour FSA Certified Borrower 
Financial Management training for new and beginning farmers 
beginning on Monday Oct 31, Nov 1, 2, 3. 

The educational workshop is conducted primarily in Spanish, 
with a binder of all information provided in both Spanish & 
English.  This intensive educational training is required for new 
and beginning farmers/ranchers and also recommended by the 
FSA   that provides direct loans for farmers and ranchers. The 
classes are offered in the evening to accommodate farmer 
schedules.  

Pre registration is required and last day to 
sign up is October 21. Space is limited to no 
more than 10 farmers/ranchers to provide 
the needed one-on-one support. Please call 
509-453-3157 to sign up! 

insurance programs for a growing 
number of Latino farmers. We 
look forward to our continued 
collaboration with the Center, 
working together to ensure La-
tino producers have access to and 
are aware of the tools available to 
manage risk.  

These partnerships will help 
safeguard agriculture's success 
now and in the future.” Jo Lynne 
Seufer, Outreach Specialist, con-
tinues to serve as the cheerleader 
for the success for this partner-
ship and is highly respected by 
the Center staff for her can do 
attitude and support. Ms. 
Gutierrez stated, “Eliel Cruz-
Brito as an employee of the Cen-
ter did a great job in outreaching 

In a recent article titled 
“Managing Farm Risk through 
Collaboration” posted by RMA 
on their website, the Center  was 
recognized for their efforts and 
achievements in increasing par-
ticipation in obtaining crop insur-
ance programs, Ag-census  par-
ticipation, and conservation prac-
tices awareness and utilization 
for Latino farmers.  

 “We serve as a local go-to re-
source on everything from USDA 
programs to state pesticide and 
direct marketing information,” 
says Luz Bazan Gutierrez, the 
Center Director. Dave Paul, State 
Director for WA State said, "The 
Center is a valuable partner, help-
ing us create awareness of RMA 
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The Obama Administration has made it a priority to resolve all claims of past discrimination at USDA & is com-
mitted to closing this sad chapter in USDA’s history.  Thanks to secretary Vilsack leadership, Hispanic farmers and 
ranchers & women who allege past discrimination can now come forward to participate in a claims process. Some 
of the primary concessions: *Provides up to $50,000 for each Latino/Hispanic or woman farmer who can show that 
USDA denied them a loan or loan servicing for discriminatory reasons for certain time periods between 1981 and 
2000; *Those who provide additional proof and meet other requirements can receive an additional $50,000 
award; *Successful claimants are also eligible for funds to pay the taxes on their awards and for forgiveness of cer-
tain existing USDA loans.  There are no filing fees or other costs to claimants to participate in the program.   Indi-
viduals interested in participating in the claims process may register to receive a claims package, or may obtain 
more information, by visiting www.farmerclaims.gov, or call 1-888-508-4429.   Act Now!!!  
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 The Center successfully competed and 
has been awarded a one year grant from RMA 
entitled “Risk Planning Education for SDA 
Farmers Sustainability.” It will allow staff to 
expand information services to the  9 USDA 
service centers in WA State, and focus more 
attention on the Wenatchee/Tonasket area for 
educational workshops. This created a new  
position as Partnership Coordinator that is cur-
rently being advertised.  Please go to website for 
position description, or for more information 
contact the Center at  509-453-3157. 

and identifying those farmers in need of crop 
insurance. This work has  been able to save 
some farmers from losing their land.” 
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 Lou Gallegos of Amalia, NM 
passed on in August 2011. Mr. Gallegos 
worked as chief of staff for former Re-
publican Gov. Gary Johnson and the 
long time US Senator & now retired 
Hon Pete Domenici.  
 Mr. Gallegos also worked in 
different positions in DC and with 

USDA during 2001. In a speech at Tuskegee University 
to a conference of professional agricultural advocates 
and workers, Gallegos called for a "grand coalition” of 
Hispanics and African Americans “working together to 
achieve our common dreams”. Edmund Gomez a long 
time friend said, “Lou's dedication to public service and 
to the great state of New Mexico will leave a legacy for 
generations to come.” 

Poppy Davis Returns to USDA  
Poppy Davis, a long time advocate for limited resource farmers 

in California, was recently appointment as Lead for the Begin-
ning Farmers and Rancher Program within the USDA Office of 
Advocacy and Outreach.  

 Most recently she was the director of the Watsonville, 
CA based Eco Farm, a nonprofit education and advocacy group 
supporting ecologically based farms, food systems and communi-
ties. She   also   has worked for RMA in DC.  Finding careers in 
agriculture for returning veterans as well as assisting Hispanic/
Latino, Native Americans and women farmers and ranchers will 
be among Davis' responsibilities, per a press release from USDA. 
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Trade associations’ leadership shared information with 
Latino farmers about getting involved in the local and na-
tional economy issues. Dan Kelly, WA Growers Clearing 
House, shared data but most importantly said, “Keep tabs on 
your fruit, be at the warehouse when it being packed. Know 
what is happening to your fruit!”  Craig Chronister of 
Cowiche Growers discussed the good agricultural practices 
(GAP) industry plans and how national and international 
standards are being adapted to maintain better quality and 
safer food for all consumers and all farmers, big or small. 
Chronister said, “Cowiche Growers is working in partner-
ship with the Center on translation of simplified regulations 
to help Latino farmers meet all the required criteria.”  
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Breaking Barriers Research In Final Stages 
The OAO grant titled “Investing in Equity to Prepare the Next 

Generation of American Farmers” research project has completed 
the compilation and analysis of the data that was obtained during 
the last eight months  is nearing completion and currently is in the 
formatting and editing phase.  

The research project consisted of surveying, focus groups and 
personal interviews of Latino farmers & ranchers in South Central 
Washington State in an effort to identify barriers, whether per-
ceived or real, that keep them from fully  participating in USDA 
programs and services over the years.  The full report will  be 
made available to OAO by early November and made available to 
the public before or no later than Nov 30, 2011 on the Center web-
site, http://centerforlatinofarmers.com/ The consultants and the 
Center want to thank all those farmers, USDA staff and others 
who contributed to the outcomes and results of this study. 
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Lou Gallegos: Rest In Peace  

Trade Asso Need Latino Involvement 
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